Significant Object Charcoal Drawing Lesson Plans

I. Writing Activity
· As students walk in hand them a piece of paper.
· Immediately tell them the situation: Your house is on fire.  You, your family, and your pets get out safely.  You have time to run back inside and choose 3 items to save from the fire.  The rest of your possessions will burn to ashes.  What 3 items would you choose and WHY? . . . Think about what objects in your life are most meaningful and important.  What objects could you just go to the store and buy again?  What objects are irreplaceable?  They could have been given to you by someone special.  It could be something from your childhood.  Or maybe it is an object that has sentimental value.
II. Intro Power Point

· What do possessions do in our lives?
· Think about all the “stuff” you own.  Why is it important to you?  What if you had to live without it?  What really is the most important thing in life?

· What objects could you not live without?

· We have talked about form and function.  What affect does aesthetically beautiful objects have in your life, even if they don’t have a function?
· Introduce assignment.  Bring 1 of the 3 objects to our next class!  Make sure it is not something too valuable that would be terrible to loose.  It also needs to be appropriate size.  Give examples.
· Introduce how to work with charcoal:
· Value: Lightness or darkness of a color
· Contrast: The DIFFERENCE in value.
· Additive and Subtractive
· Vine and Compressed charcoal
III. Demonstrate how to create value and contrast with charcoal

· Show qualities of vine charcoal: light weight, not straight, dark area in the middle, can smear and be erased.

· Using vine, color the entire background.  Do not use the side, hold it at an angle.

· Smear with fingers going in little circles to make one even gray value.

· Sketch with vine.

· Color dark parts additively.  Blend and shade!

· Erase light parts subtractively.

· Last, add a little compressed charcoal to achieve greater contrast.

IV. Practice by drawing outside

· Don’t forget to think about composition!
V. Final drawing
· Show me 3 sketches of your object and your practice drawings outside.

· Do your final work on quality charcoal paper that I will give you once approved.

VI. Finishing 

· Artist signature on the front in charcoal

· Name and section on the back in pencil

· Bring to me to spray with fixative so it won’t smear as easily






